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About NRDC

• The Natural Resources Defense Council is an international 

nonprofit environmental organization with more than 3 million 

members and online  activists. 

• Since 1970, we have worked to protect the world’s natural 

resources, public health, and the environment. 

• Fighting climate change, increasing access to clean energy for all 

all and building clean energy jobs are all among NRDC’s top 

institutional priorities. 

• We have almost 700 staff around the United States, Beijing and 

New Delhi.
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What is High Road Infrastructure?
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What’s on the Low Road?

• Upfront costs instead of lifecycle costs

• Ignoring community priorities

• Seeing silos, not synergies – “wrong pocket” problem

• Failure to incorporate value of resiliency and co-benefits

• The view that quality jobs are inconsistent with cost-effective projects

• Transforming places but displacing people

• Locking in outdated technologies

• Unconditional love or irrational fear of public-private partnerships
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What’s the Overall Process?
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Source: The High Road Infrastructure Handbook available at nrdc.org 



Step 2: Expand the Standards!

7Source: The High Road Infrastructure Handbook available at nrdc.org 

*5 is good
**1 is bad



How do we do Renewable Energy Math? 
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Cost of Offshore Wind

Subtract:

• Contract price per MWh of 
energy is the “sticker price”

• Covers capital and operating 
and maintenance costs over 
PPA term (e.g., 20 years)

• Price is fixed except for 
adjustments due to inflation

• OSW higher than most 
sources
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Market Value of Energy Generated

Add:

• Market price of energy sold 
into the market

• Value of renewable energy 
credits

• Value of other energy 
market products sold by the 
OSW farm (e.g. capacity)
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Lower Wholesale Energy Prices
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Value of Avoided Emissions
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Add:

• OSW improves local air quality 

by displacing fossil fuel 

generation

• Emissions are contributing 

factors to serious human health 

and climate problems

• Values can be quantified!!!



Economic Development
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Add:

• Development will vary with 

equipment manufactured and 

services procured locally

• DOE study by Navigant

• Up 350K FTE by 2030

• Investment up to $70BN per 

year



Pay More Now, Pay Less Later
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Wind prices 
down 75% 
since 2008

• Co-benefits to 
2013 = $5B

• 200K jobs



Green Infrastructure Co-Benefits are Many

15https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_bU3VpoMHs0



Environmental: Legal obligation – a 
standard - to reduce water pollution 
from runoff 
Economic: stormwater fee must be 
approved by county
Social: opportunities for community 
and economic development, 
neighborhood betterment, jobs and 
education
Barriers: wide-ranging, complex 
construction project and limited county 
management capacity, short deadline, 
technology risk, how to achieve social 
outcomes
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Case Study:  PG County Urban Retrofit



Results: Co-benefits by Design!
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What are High Road Results?
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For more information & video visit:

https://www.nrdc.org/resources/taking-high-road-more-a

nd-better-infrastructure-united-states

Thank you
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